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2003, Moose Mountains Regional Greenways’ (MMRG) fourth year in operation,
has been a very busy year. We have focused to a great degree on planning for the
future and enhancing organizational stability. MMRG completed land protection
projects begun in previous years and evaluated several others for future support.
This year’s highlights are documented in the enclosed report.
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Received $1 Million Forest Legacy Grant

MMRG received word that it is slated to receive a very competitive $1 million Forest Legacy
Grant. The grant is planned for use toward the purchase of a conservation easement on 2,100
acres in the Moose Mountains Range - one of the last remaining blocks of unfragmented
forests in southeastern New Hampshire. The grant matches 75% of the project, so MMRG
will be challenged for the next year and a half to raise the match of 25%.

Expanded Farmington Greenbelt

MMRG also received a second year support from yet another competitive federal grant
program, the National Park Service Rivers and Trails Program, to continue with the
development of a trail system in the downtown Farmington Greenbelt. Program consultant
Margaret Watkins will continue to assist with trail system planning and land acquisition
related to the Farmington Downtown Greenbelt.

A key component of the Farmington Greenbelt project successfully closed this fall with the
protection of 43 acres along the Pokomoonshine Brook. A federal grant awarded to MMRG
from the Land & Water Conservation Fund helped make this collaboration between Pike
Industries, Boys & Girls Club, the Town of Farmington and MMRG a success.

Preserved Wakefield Farm

With a grant from a private donor, MMRG purchased the historic 108-acre Gage Hill Farm in
Wakefield and placed a conservation easement on the property with the Society for the
Protection of NH Forests. MMRG then donated the protected property to the Town of
Wakefield to be used for hiking, skiing, nature study, and as an outdoor classroom. The
property features an extensive network of woodland trails, vernal pools, and habitat for a
variety of wildlife.

Completed 3-Year Wetlands Project

MMRG is wrapping up an intensive three-year project funded by New Hampshire Estuaries
Project and New Hampshire Outreach Coalition, both managed by New Hampshire’s Office of
Energy and Planning. This past October, MMRG hosted a gathering of municipal leaders
from our six member towns to share information with them about the products that MMRG
has put together and these products can be used. The products include a detailed Wetlands
Evaluation Report specific to each MMRG town, a user-friendly wetlands handbook, and two
hours of professional time with Wetlands Scientist Nancy Rendall. The estimated value of all
these products and services is in excess of $150,000 as a result of the combination of grant
funding and donated professional and volunteer time.

A related project funded by the Natural Resources Outreach Coalition allowed MMRG to
produce Digitized Tax Maps and a natural resource survey for each of the six towns. MMRG
will present these products to its member communities during February and March in both
paper and electronic formats.







